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Landscape Architecture (L.A.) at SJITU, established in the 1960s, is one of the very first
programs in Landscape Architecture (L.A.) in China. It was approved as a key discipline in Shanghai
in 1995. The master’s program of “Ornamental Plants and Horticulture” was established in 2001.
The program was ranked the 4th in the second round evaluation (undergraduate level) by the
Ministry of Education in 2002. It was identified as one of the first batch of institutions that are
authorized to grant master degree in LA in 2005. The program was identified as a source for top-
level academic master’s degrees in L.A. in 2011, and for top-level academic doctoral degrees in
Design Science and Engineering in 2015. In 2017, L.A. became one of the national “Double First-
Class” Independent Construction disciplines offered at Shanghai Jiao Tong University, serving as
an important subject in the innovative design disciplinary cluster. Landscape Architecture in
Shanghai Jiao Tong University ascends as one of fastest growing landscape architecture majors in
China




LA program consists of four academic research areas: Landscape Planning and Design, History
and Theory of Landscape, Landscape Plant Resource and Application, Landscape Planning and
Ecology Restoration. In 2015, the program was authorized to build “The first series of education
training programs for outstanding talent in agriculture and forestry (landscape architecture) and
“The first series of exemplary training sites for graduate programs in landscape architecture.” In
2020, the new agricultural research and reform practice project was approved by the Ministry of
Education.We also build four national and provincial bases: National Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Platform, Shanghai Urban Development and Application of Plant Resources
Engineering Research Center, Key Laboratory of Plant Genetic Function in Shanghai, Shanghai
Urban Forest Ecosystem Stations (State Forestry Administration).
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The English-based master’s degree program in LA aims to cultivate outstanding academic
leading talents with profound Chinese culture and magnificent ethical values, as well as
international vision and sprit of seeking truth, and also those who make it a mission to create a
community of shared future for mankind, and leading landscape architecture professionals with
innovative thinking. The program is guided by the faculty of School of Design.

Relying on existing overseas cooperative relationships, we invited outstanding professional
designers from top international institutes and industries to the program. Domestic outstanding
students will be able to receive world-class internationalized education on design in English in SJTU
without going abroad, making internalization of school-running truly realized. Moreover, this
government strategy-oriented program serves for the construction of the nation’s New Urbanization
and ecological civilization. With a comprehensive application of scientific, technical and artistic
approaches, the program is intended to promote landscape practice achieving harmony between man
and nature, cultivate inter-disciplinary and creative high-level talents who go in for landscape
conversation, planning, construction and management, and cooperate with outstanding enterprises
in Shanghai, via a combination of professional education and practical study, and synchronized with

British International Qualification Certification.
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This is a full-time master program with the normal length of 2.5 years. Before graduation, a
student shall complete at least 33 credits (36 credits for international students) in total, among which



19 credits apply for compulsory specialized courses, with a minimum requirement of 27GPA

counted. Each semester a student could enroll in a maximum of 15 credits.
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This program required students to participate in design practice and competitions related to
landscape architecture. Students should finish their graduation thesis and approved by an academic
committee composed of school teacher and professional tutors.

Master degree thesis work should include Theis proposal, Mid-term assessment, Pre-defense
and Defense, which is an important means of supervision to ensure that postgraduates can graduate
on schedule. Students who fail Thesis Proposal or Mid-term Assessment will have an extra attempt

to re-take it after three months, but should be expelled when it fails again.



(1) Thesis Proposal Generally speaking, the thesis proposal should be finished befor the 16th week
in the first semester of the second academic year.
(2) Mid-term Assessment
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The students are requied to participate in practical projects and international competitions.
Students are required to have professional practice related design or practical achievement
certificate, academic journal papers, conference papers, competition awards or patents, etc. Please
refer to the supplementary notes of the program plan for more information and details.
This is a thesis program, students are quired to earn requied credits and pass graduation thesis.
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The master's degree thesis of landscape architecture should meet the requirements of the
National Steering Committee of landscape architecture education and Shanghai Jiao Tong
University.

Topic selection requriements: the topic must come from the practical problems in the
professional service field of landscape architecture, with clear practical significance and strong
application value of landscape architecture; the study topic should have certain technical difficulty
and workload, with aims of improving students' ability to solve practical problems of landscape
architecture by comprehensively applying theories, methods and technologies. The feasibility of the
project should be fully considered.

Form requirements: Master's degree thesis of landscape architecture can take research report,

project practice and so on as the main content, and be expressed in the form of thesis.
Research Report dissertations should be research with theoretical method and process aiming at
solving a practical problem in the field of master of landscape architecture professional degree
service. They are research results and applications of investigation, evaluation, planning,
management and control of relevant factors in practical problems. It includes theoretical method
research, case analysis, invention patent and so on.

Project practice degree thesis is a practical research on a practical problem in the field of



landscape architecture master's degree. It is to carry out design concept, technical principle, design
method, feasibility certification and creative research results expression on practical problems.
Specifically, it can include planning and design, product development, management programs and
SO on.

Normal requirements: The dissertation should have clear professional application significance,
reliable experiments and results, smooth writing, clear data and charts.

Content and quality requirement: The dissertation should have some innovative and
professional application value and should be met by the regulation of school and university. In the
middle of the fourth semester, the academic degree committee and the tutor formed an inspection
team to assessment and evaluation of the completion of the Dissertation.
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